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METRIC DECIMAL SYSTEM. 

Imperial  Metric System 

 

UK length measurements 

Some of the larger U.K length units: 

 Foot  

 Inch =1/12 foot 

 Yard=3 feet  

 Mile = 1760 yards = 5280 feet  

 League = 3 miles 

- A meter is about the same length as a yard 1 yard = 0.9144 metres 

- An inch is about 25 millimetres  

- A foot contains about 3 decimetres  

- A mile is about 1609 metres 

- A league is about 4828 metres 

 

UK capacity of measurements 
The common measures of volume in the U.K system of measurements are: 

 Teaspoons  

 Tablespoons = 3 teaspoons  

 Fluid ounces = 2 tablespoons, 6 teaspoons  

 Cups = 8 fluid ounces, 16 tablespoons  

 Pints = 2 cups, 16 fluid ounces  

 Quarts = 2 pints, 4 cups  

 Gallons = 4 quarts, 8 pints, 16 cups  

- A gallon is about 3.7 litres 

- A pint is about 0.56 litres 

 

UK weight of measurements 
The common measures of weight in the U.K. system of measurements are: 

 Ounce 

 Pound = 16 ounces 

- 1 pound is about 453.59 grams 

- 1 ounce is about 28.34 gram 
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Using maps and reading distances  
 

If you need to know the distance between two places then you’re likely 

to use either miles or kilometres as the units of measurement. All road signs 

in the UK show distances in miles and speed limits in miles per hour 

(mph).But in many other countries distances and speed limits are given in 

kilometres. Remember that: 

 miles are imperial units of measurement 

 kilometres are metric units of measurement 

Follow the instructions below to record distances between places that are 

familiar to you: 

1. Type this address into your computer’s browser: 

http://maps.google.co.uk 

2. Type in the postcode of where you live, work or study in the box 

marked ‘Search Maps’. A map will be displayed showing the local 

area in detail. 

3. Click on ‘From here’ and type in the postcode of your destination 

(eg this could be your home, a friend’s home, your work address or 

anywhere else that’s familiar to you). 

4. The distance between the two places will then be shown on the left-

hand side of the page. It will also give you an idea of how long the 

journey will take if you’re driving. 

5. Experiment with different journeys and record your results in the 

table below. Make sure you record whether the distances are in 

miles or kilometres. Express the distance in both metric systems. 

 

DISTACES OF JURNEYS 

FROM TO DISTANCE ESTIMATED DRIVING TIME 

Glasgow Edinburgh   

London Liverpool   

Cambridge Oxford   

    

    

 

What is the difference between the longest and shortest distances you 

recorded? 

 

http://maps.google.co.uk/

